Asbury Park, N.J. – Murals, etc.

[image: image1.png]Tel: (212} 666-4630
Fax: (212) 316-1039
email: aandh@mindspring.com

444 Central Park West
New York, N.Y. 10025

Appelbaum and Himmelstein





Asbury Park, N.J. 

Murals – “Tillie” and “Bumper Cars”

Metal Channel Letters, National Register of Historic Places Sign, Wooden Cutouts (overhead door)

Report on Site Visit and Recommendations for Continued Protection

I had inspected the murals in 2005 to review their condition and made recommendations for changes to the structures in which they were stored (see my report of September 2005).

On June 19, 2014 I inspected the above items to review their condition and their current storage spaces.  

Most of my 2005 recommendations for changes in the structures used to store the wall murals appear to have been carried out.  One of the suggestions, for physical barriers placed to protect the outside of the enclosures from damage by vehicles has, however, not been carried out.  

In addition, the outside of the plywood is somewhat deteriorated, and the sheds look “abandoned.”  My initial recommendation to paint the outsides and maintain a “cared-for” appearance is still an important issue. Vandalism is less likely to occur if the sheds look like someone is taking care of them. 

Since my inspection in 2005, the murals have remained in the storage sheds outside the City’s Sewage Treatment Plant.  There was some evidence of water staining in strips at the bottoms of the murals, probably as a result of water intrusion during Sandy.  The water does not appear to have done any substantial damage to the blocks or paint. There is no evidence of mold growth on the surface of the murals.

The high density cinder blocks on which the murals are painted and the mortar between the blocks appear to be in fairly stable condition.  There  is minor evidence of cracking and structural deterioration; these conditions should be frequently inspected.  However, it appears that there are some new paint losses.  Although the recent losses are small, the process of deterioration is continuing.   The more losses that occur, the more difficult it will become to reconstruct the original design. Regular examination is essential to determine when the continuing loss of paint (and resulting loss of significant details) would jeopardize the ability to repaint the murals in accordance with their original appearance.
The metal channel letters and the National Register of Historic Places sign are stored in a locked room on the second floor of the 4th Avenue Pavilion.  The overhead light fixture in the storage room was inoperative, so I did not attempt to count or examine all the metal channel letters (of which there are supposed to be 26.) While there is evidence of some rusting, in general the letters appear to be stable.  Along with the letters, the room contains some original lighting fixtures and other historic artifacts from properties other than Palace Amusements.  An inventory of all of the items in the room should be created, and signed by all parties involved. This would help to confirm that all items that are now stored there remain in the room.

The wooden cutouts on the overhead door are stored in a ground-floor area of the Casino Arcade Building.  The lower portion of the cutout I examined appears to have been soaked during Sandy, and the wood at the bottom shows considerable deterioration.  Further deterioration would likely lead to substantial instability of the entire assembly. Because damp wood is a magnet for insects, the cutouts should be moved to a dry location, and should be raised off the floor for storage.  A complete restoration of these cutouts in the future would be possible only if the appropriate steps are taken now to slow the continuing deterioration.

Finally, a regular inspection schedule (at least once a year) of the objects in storage, by a conservator, should be established.  This will help to assure that minor condition problems do not turn into major ones.

Paul Himmelstein
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